The paleoamygdala: cytoarchitectonics, organization, and the cytological characteristics of its neurons.
The aim of the present work was to compare the cytoarchitectonics, neuronal organization, and cytological characteristics of the dorsomedial, posterior medial, and posterior cortical nuclei of the amygdaloid body (AB) of the rat brain. Series of frontal brain sections stained with cresyl violet and silver nitrate impregnation by the Golgi method were studied. The results showed that rearrangements of the nuclear principle of organization of the gray matter of the nervous system into the screened organization occur within the territory of this complex of nuclei; it consists of a sparsely branched neuron system and contains neuroendocrine cells. It is concluded that this complex of nuclei is unique in terms of its structural organization and the mechanism of development of this part of the AB, which forms in the earliest stages of AB development; it is termed the "paleoamygdala."